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Why are Connection Groups Important? 
 

Connection Groups are designed to help connect people to Christ, the church, 

and the community.  

 

1. We connect people to Jesus Christ so that more people will come to faith 

in Him.  We give witness of our faith by telling people about Jesus’ 

message of salvation and showing our love for God and neighbor.  We 

invite others to worship the Word and Sacraments, the means by which 

we ae connected to Christ.  

 

2. We connect people to the church.  Connection Groups are a great place 

to meet and make genuine Christian friends through Bible study, worship, 

prayer, service and fellowship.  In addition, group members PLAY together 

once a semester through some fun activity outside the group, where they 

also invite non-members to join them.  

 

3. We connect people to community when we put our faith into action by 

serving and helping people outside the church.  Every Connection Group 

engages in one or more community service projects each semester to 

help us better see people in need through the eyes of Jesus 

 

What Does My Connection Group Do?  

 

1. Meets together once a week.  

2. Serves together once a month. 

3. Plays together once a semester. 

4. Engages in a Community Service Project once a semester.  
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Connection Groups Directory 
If you would like to participate in any of the following Connection Groups, please list the 
Connection Group Number(s) on the Connection Sheet in the back of this catalogue, in the 
Sunday bulletin, by calling the church (373-4486) or by registering online at 
www.ilcmemphis.org.   
 

Connection Group # & Name    Day & Time 

1. God Connects      Sunday / 9:50AM 
2. Sunday Adult Bible Class     Sunday / 9:50AM 
3. Monday Adult Bible Study     Monday / 1:00PM 
4. A Firm Foundation      Sunday / 9:50AM 
5. Anxious for Nothing      Thursday / 7:00PM   
6. The Crazy Cycle      Sunday / 9:50AM  
7. 5 Easy Steps to Read Scripture    Sunday / 9:50AM 
8. Sunday Lunch Club      Sunday / 12:30PM+ 
9. Volleyball       Monday / 7:00pm 
10. Cancer, Other Illnesses, and Grief Support    Saturday / 8:30am* 
11. “Praise the Lord” Musical Group     Saturday / 10:00am* 
12. Men’s Choir      Sunday / 9:30am 
13. Dinner Club       Saturday / 6:30PM* 
14. Sunday Night Social      Sunday / 7:30pm 
15. Church Gardening      1st Saturday each month* 
16. Crochet Club      1st & 3rd Sat. each month 
17. Pysanky Egg Decorating     Tuesdays / 6pm 
18. ILC Target Group      4th Tuesday each Month* 
19. Crafters Group      3rd Friday every other month 
20. ILC for Fosters      Meet as needed 
21. Basketball                                     Sunday / 6:15PM 
22. Men Awake               Saturday / 7:07AM+ 
23. LWML Ruth and Carol Circle     3rd Tuesday / 6:30PM*  
24. Women of the Word “WOW”    Wednesday / 9:30AM 
 

*monthly meetings 

+every other week meetings 

 

Church and School Maps can be found in the back of this guide 
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1. GOD CONNECTS 

Sundays at 9:50am in the School 8th/Spanish Room (Room 26) | Starts Feb. 11  

Contact Church Office for more info: dianereimold@hotmail.com 901-373-4486 

For those interested in learning or reviewing the foundations of the Christian Faith.  This class will 

explore what the Bible says about our God.  The class is laid-back, casual, but very informative!  

No prior Bible knowledge is needed and no one will be called on and put on the spot.  Just come 

with an open heart and an open mind!  If you are new to Immanuel, the Christian Faith, or have 

faith questions in general, this class is for you.   
 

   

2. SUNDAY ADULT BIBLE CLASS 

Sundays at 9:50am in the School 4th Grade Room (Room 20) 

Leader: Tim Neeck Parkfalls1@aol.com 901-378-2814 

This group is all about being in Scriptures and applying it to your daily life.  Whether you have 

been in the Word your entire life, or are just beginning, this group promises to lead you on an 

exciting journey of discovering God’s will for your life! This is an open invitation. You may join at 

any time. 

 

3. MONDAY ADULT BIBLE CLASS 

Mondays at 1:00pm in the Church Sanctuary 

Leader: Pastor Will Miller millerpw@live.com 901-258-0702 

This group meets to study God’s Word in a fun and relaxed atmosphere.  Join us as we grow in 

our faith and as we enjoy this time of fellowship.  We will explore the book of Judges.  

 

4. A FIRM FOUNDATION (Confirmed Lutherans only) 

Sundays at 9:50am in School Art Room (Room 23) | Starts Feb.18 

Leader: Pastor Will Miller millerpw@live.com 901-373-4486  

A refresher course that follows basic Lutheran doctrine from Luther’s Small Catechism and other 

foundational teachings.  It is only open to those who have been confirmed (either as a child or 

as an adult convert) to the Lutheran faith.  Space is limited. 

 

 

mailto:dianereimold@hotmail.com
mailto:Parkfalls1@aol.com
mailto:millerpw@live.com
mailto:millerpw@live.com
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5. ANXIOUS FOR NOTHING 

Thursdays at 7:00pm in the Church Lounge | Starting Feb. 8 

Leader: Ed Mell emell72@bellsouth.net 901-849-2751       

Does the road you’re traveling loom large with mountains to cross, obstacles to avoid, and 

hairpin curves to navigate?  Could you use some calm?  According to Philippians 4:6-7, anxiety 

comes with life but it doesn’t have to dominate your life.  With God as your helper you can 

discover a life that is characterized by calm and develop tools for facing the onslaught of 

anxiety.  Let’s invite God to reframe the way we face our fears and win the war on worry.  By his 

power, we will “be anxious for nothing” and experience the “peace of God, which surpasses all 

understanding”.  Bring your Bible.  Lucado’s book will be provided. 

 

6. THE CRAZY CYCLE  

Sundays at 9:50am in the 7th Grade Room (Room 21) | Starts Feb. 18 

Facilitator: Krissy Vega 

In this 4-part series, Dr. Emerson Eggerichs sheds light on an often overlooked, yet indispensable 

element of a healthy marriage—respect. Combining biblical instruction with scientific expertise, 

Emerson provides insight into the unique ways in which God has designed both men and women 

and how they can rightly embrace their differences in marriage. As couples come to see the 

heart behind their partner's complaints, they will better understand the place for both love and 

respect between husband and wife. Rather than becoming another statistic, struggling 

marriages can break their Crazy Cycle and become thriving marriages by living in accordance to 

God's good design.  

. 

7.  5 EASY STEPS TO READ SCRIPTURE  

Sundays at 9:50am in the School Cafeteria | Starts Feb. 18 

Leader: Pastor Greg Prauner gprauner@immanuelmemphis.org 901-373-4486 

Do you have someone you would like to encourage to read the Bible?  Sometimes starting at the 

beginning isn’t always a place to begin.  We love the story of Jesus and we love to be able to tell 

it.  But where do we look things up?  How do we tell people about what’s in those wonderful 

words? How do we help them learn to read it for themselves so they can tell other?  Join me 

and learn how to walk through the Bible and teach others to navigate through it in 5 easy steps! 

 

mailto:emell72@bellsouth.net
mailto:gprauner@immanuelmemphis.org
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8. SUNDAY LUNCH CLUB  

Twice a month on Sunday @ 12:30pm Location varies 

Leader: Ryan Pudwell rpudwell@immanuelmemphis.org 901-356-7995 

This group will meet together for lunch twice a month after the hosanna service.  This is a good 

opportunity to get to know some other folks from church a little better while enjoying some 

good food. 

 

9. VOLLEYBALL 

Mondays at 7:00pm in the Gymnasium 

Leader:  Jeremy Winter winterjeremyh@gmail.com 901-335-3634 

This group is made up of people from the congregation and the community.  The group 

is limited to the post-high school age group.   

 

10. CANCER, OTHER ILLNESSES, & GRIEF SUPPORT  

1st Saturday of the Month at 9:30am in the church lounge  

Leaders: Cheryl Schwartz mly4161@aol.com 901-626-6190 

                Debbie Goedel debbiegoedel@yahoo.com 901-487-5457 

This group is for individuals and family/friends of individuals dealing with health issues or grief.  

  

11.“PRAISE THE LORD” (Musical Group) 

2 Saturdays each month in the Church Lobby  

Leader: John Williams smwlu4jw@bellsouth.net 901-489-1497 

Psalm 150 says to “Praise the Lord.” What better way to praise the Lord and share the Good 

News than by playing music together.  We welcome all – beginner, novice, and advanced, it does 

not matter.  Everyone is invited to make a joyful noise for the Lord. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:rpudwell@immanuelmemphis.org
mailto:winterjeremyh@gmail.com
mailto:mly4161@aol.comm
mailto:debbiegoedel@yahoo.com
mailto:smwlu4jw@bellsouth.net
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12. MEN’S CHOIR (Men Only) 

Practice Sundays after early service (9:35-9:55) in the Sanctuary 

Leader: Allen Piepenbrink allen.piepenbrink@cuw.edu 731-803-9397 

We will be singing at a church service once a month.  Much of the learning of the music is done 

on your own at home.  We will eventually get into some barbershop music and sing at special 

events. 

   

13. DINNER CLUB (Adults Only) 

2nd Saturday each month | Location Varies 

Leaders: Vickie Brown tigger21_@hotmail.com 901-382-1935   

                Catherine Buote cbuote@bellsouth.net 901-377-7488   

A potluck dinner night for couples and singles. We will meet on the 2nd Saturday of the month, 

rotating host homes.  This is a great way to get to know fellow members and enjoy a nice meal.  

We will meet September-April. 

 

14. SUNDAY NIGHT SOCIAL GROUP (21 and up)  

Sundays at 7:30PM | Location Varies 

Leader: Ryan Pudwell rpudwell@immanuelmemphis.org 901-356-7995 

We gather on Sundays with friends new and old to enjoy good conversation and a drink or two.  

The Flying Saucer in Cordova is our typical meeting place.  Other places we have met include the 

Rec Room, Levitt Shell, and Loflin Yard.  We hope you can join us some time. 

 

 

15. GARDENING GROUP 

 1st Saturday each month at 7:30am and as needed | Meet in Church parking lot 

 Leaders: Ryan Pudwell rpudwell@immanuelmemphis.org 901-356-7995 

                            Diane Reimold dianereimold@hotmail.com 901-679-0626 

Do you like to play in the dirt?  We will meet on the 1st Saturday of each month and as needed 

to weed flower beds and maintain planings around the church and school. 

 

 

mailto:allen.piepenbrink@cuw.edu
mailto:tigger21_@hotmail.com
mailto:cbuote@bellsouth.net
mailto:rpudwell@immanuelmemphis.org
mailto:rpudwell@immanuelmemphis.org
mailto:dianereimold@hotmail.com
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16. CROCHET CLUB 

1st & 3rd Saturdays each month 11:00am-12:30pm in the Church Lobby 

Leader: Jennifer Hoffrage jbhoffrage@gmail.com 901-831-5929 

Come out on the 1st and 3rd Saturdays to work on your crochet projects.  We meet in the lobby 

of the church. Want to learn?  We have people to help teach you.  This group is open to both 

members and the community alike and all ages willing to learn can sign up! 

 

17.  PYSANKY EGG DECORATING 

Tuesday 6-8pm, Feb. 6 – March 13 | 7818 Jills Creek Cove, Bartlett 

Leader: Mathilda Doorley fm5px@aol.com 901-674-3935 

We will be making Pksanky eggs which are Ukranian Easter eggs decorated with traditional folk 

designs using a wax-resist method.  Bring a white egg. 

   

18. ILC TARGET GROUP 

4th Tuesday each month at TWRA Range on Appling Rd 

Leader: Darryl Rose drose33@yahoo.com 901-826-3823 

This group will meet on the 4th Tuesday of each month at the TWRA range on Appling Rd. for a 

one-hour session to improve or maintain our proficiency. 

 

19. CRAFTERS GROUP 

3rd Friday every other month in the school’s multi-purpose room 

Leader: Teresa Fears tafears@bellsouth.net 901-569-1694 

For crafters or anyone who might want to learn a new craft.  Bring what you want to work on 

(crochet, cross-stitch, quilting, scrapbooking, making cards, etc…) or just come for the 

fellowship. We are a networking group that keeps up with other crafting groups and have 

crafting events for the community also. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:jbhoffrage@gmail.com
mailto:fm5px@aol.com
mailto:drose33@yahoo.com
mailto:tafears@bellsouth.net
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20. ILC FOR FOSTERS 

Meetings scheduled as needed 

Leader: Jennifer Hoffrage jbhoffrage@gmail.com 901-831-5929 

We are a fund raising group that will raise money to help children in the foster care system in 

and around Memphis, primarily through Youth Villages.  Help come up with fundraising ideas 

and great activities throughout the year.  This group is open to adults and senior youth.  We will 

provide in areas most needed as we learn what the kids in the foster care system need. 

 

21. MEN’S BASKETBALL (18 and up) 

Sundays at 6:15PM in the Gymnasium 

For more info contact: Ryan Pudwell rpudwell@immanuelmemphis.org 901-356-7995 

This group is for congregation members as well as the community.  We play pick-up games on 

Sunday evenings.  The group is limited to the post-high school age group.  The evening closes 

with a short devotion and prayer. 

   

22. MEN AWAKE (Men only) 

2nd and 4th Saturday each month at 7:07am in the church lobby 

Leader: Ellis Winter ellis_winter@yahoo.com 901-386-0389 

This is a group for men of all ages.  We have Bible Study, Prayer, Fellowship, coffee and snacks.  

We meet on the 2nd and 4th Saturdays of each month from 7:07am until 8:30am in the narthex 

(lobby) of the church.  Start your day with the Lord.  First things first.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:jbhoffrage@gmail.com
mailto:rpudwell@immanuelmemphis.org
mailto:ellis_winter@yahoo.com
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23. LWML RUTH & CAROL CIRCLE (Women only) 

 3rd Tuesday of each month @ 6:30PM, Church Altar Guild Room 

 Leader: Dee Sobocienski dsobo.rvia@gmail.com 734-384-9911 

LWML stands for LUTHERAN WOMEN’S MISSIONARY LEAGUE.   

LWML groups are all over the world and each is united to support mission work worldwide.  We 

are simply Lutheran women who have a passion for missions.  We have Bible Study and a time 

of fellowship.  Our ladies plan and carry out projects that help others.  Some of our ongoing 

projects are collecting bars of soap for Lutheran World Relief, making goodie baskets for our 

shut-ins, providing boxes of tasty treats for our military and college students, supporting our 

missionary families, and playing games or making crafts with women from a local shelter.   

 

24. WOMEN OF THE WORD “WOW” (Women Only)  

Wednesdays from 9:30-11:30am in ILS STEMM Building (Room 40) 

Leader: Judy Fuelling judyf@pccmem.com 901-827-6612 

Women of all ages gather to study various topics of interest to the Christian woman who wants 

to grow in her faith and in the Word; this includes caring for each other and the opportunity to 

share personal life experiences. This ongoing class is designed to welcome new members at any 

time.  We do not meet during the Summer months  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:dsobo.rvia@gmail.com
mailto:judyf@pccmem.com
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  You can sign-up on Connection Sunday or online at www.immanuelmemphis.org   
  Please give us your name, number, email, and which group you wish to join. 

 
 

  Connection Group Sign-Up  

 

  NAME _____________________  PHONE ____________ 

 

  EMAIL ________________________________ 

 

  GROUP # OR #’S ________________________ 

 

  NAME _____________________  PHONE ___________ 

 

  EMAIL ________________________________ 

 

  GROUP # OR #’S ________________________     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.immanuelmemphis.org/
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School Map 
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Church Map 
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