
Our vision is to see people CONNECT with Jesus in a meaningful way. We want  people to 
know a life of faith that is about the EXPERIENCE of walking with Jesus daily. We want to see 

people RESTOREd to a right relationship to God and to one another through the cross of 
Christ. And we want to see this same pattern of discipleship REPEATed time and again in 

Memphis.  

 
 

Phone:(901)373-4486    Fax:(901)373-4487 
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 Pastor Will Miller, Senior Pastor                                    Todd Baringer, Principal 
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  Ed Mell, Volunteer Coordinator/Outreach                     Ryan Pudwell, Facility Dir/Technology                            
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      Nikki Cummings, Bus. Administrator                           Diane Reimold, Connection Director 
  ncummings@immanuelmemphis.org                               dianereimold@hotmail.com 
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      tcassidy@immanuelmemphis.org                                     avega@immanuelmemphis.org  

Immanuel Lutheran Church 
6325 Raleigh LaGrange Rd. 
Memphis, TN 38134 
www.ilcmemphis.org 
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“Connecting People To Christ” 
January 4, 2017 

The Connection Link 

                          

 
On behalf of Ana, Mari, and myself, we would like 
to thank all of you for your incredible generosity 

at Christmas. We were blown away by all the 
cards, gifts, and well wishes we received.  

Immanuel is truly a loving congregation and you 
reminded my family of that fact once again.  

Merry Christmas and THANK YOU! 
                                             Pastor Will Miller 

 

 

http://www.ilcmemphis.org/
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                                  INVITE CARDS 

As part of our evangelism efforts, when you hand out the Invite cards do the  
  following:    

∙  Ask the person if they have a church home.   
∙  If they say “yes”, ask them if you can pray for them and their church min-

istry. 
∙  If they say “no”, tell them you are personally inviting them to attend wor-

ship at Immanuel Lutheran Church and show them the worship times on 
the front of the card. 

∙  Please also tell them that if they have questions about God, faith or just 
life in general, the website on the back of the card has some great re-
sources.  

 
Please remember that we are asking each member for a commitment of handing 
out 5 cards during the week.   

                        

 

             CONNECTION GROUPS FOR WINTER SEMESTER 2017 
Get Connected!  During our worship services on Sunday, January 22, you will have 
an opportunity to learn more about the various Connection Groups that Immanuel 
will be offering for the Winter semester, as well as sign up for those Groups 
that you want to participate in.  Connection Groups are designed to help connect 
people to Christ, the church, and the community.  You can meet new people and 
have fun while putting your faith into action and serving others.  Connection 
Groups for the Winter semester will start the week of February 5.  If you’re 
interested in starting a new Connection Group or have any questions about our 
Connection Groups, please contact Jennifer Hoffrage at jbhoffrage@gmail.com 
or 901-831-5929.  A brief training session for Connection Group Leaders will be 
held on Wednesday, January 11 at 6:00 PM in the church lounge. 
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Opportunities for the Week... 
Saturday, January 7 

Sunday,  January 8 

             8:30AM -Traditional Service  

             9:50AM - Snacks • Sunday School  

             11:00AM - Hosanna Service 

             5:11PM 5:11 Service 

             6:00PM– Basketball 

Monday, January 9 

             1:00PM-Pastor’s Bible Study 

Tuesday,  January 10 

Wednesday, January 11 

              9:30AM-Wow Bible Study 

Thursday, January 12 

 Friday,  January 13 

 

 

 

 

                

                

  

 

 

MINISTRY TEAM LEADERS  
    Lay Ministry Leader– Joe Snyder 

    Stewardship Leader-Michelle Duncanson  

    Fellowship Leader– Diane Reimold 

    Property Leader– Peter Doorley 

    Jr. Youth Leadership Team– Alex & Beth Hoban; 

    Christian Education– Ellis Winter 

    School Advisory Leader– James Wagner 

    DCE– A.J. Vega       

 

                        
 

Your Lay Ministry Team is to serve you. Please do not 

hesitate to call your lay minister if ever you need some-

one. If your last name begins with A-BA, you would call 

Kurt Williamson, etc.  

Lay Minister Assignments 

Chairman      Joe Snyder     

A – BA Kurt Williamson    

BE – BZ Jeremy Winter  

C        Robby  Dehority 

D – F  John Payant                

G – H John Ruppel 

J – L Robert Williams  

M Joe Snyder  

N – Q Bill Arnold  

R – SC Bruce Baldauf  

SE – SZ    

T – Z  Ernie Echols  

Homebound Ellis Winter  
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               IMPACTING LIVES FOR JESUS AT CHRISTMAS 
Demonstrating acts of compassion, giving, and service out of love for Jesus can impact 
hearts and change lives…one person at a time.  On December 3 and 6, Immanuel’s Cro-
chet Connection Group and other volunteers decorated the Opportunity Center and 
Emergency Shelter of the Memphis Union Mission for the Christmas season.  To help 
make this possible, Immanuel also donated some Christmas decorations to the Mission. 
 
On December 10, Immanuel’s Proverbs Connection Group joined hundreds of volunteers 
from the Memphis area through Neighborhood Christian Centers to package 10,000 
Christmas food baskets that will be distributed to neighbors in need.  Each basket was 
filled with enough food to feed a family of four for up to four days. 
 
During December, Immanuel helped meet some of the physical and spiritual needs of 
men in the alcohol and drug recovery programs at the Memphis Union Mission by provid-
ing Christmas Care Packages to 30 men whose lives are invested in these programs 
where healing, recovery, and preparation for successful living built on the foundation of 
Jesus Christ is emphasized.  Hygiene and clothing items, as well as gift cards, were do-
nated by Immanuel members.  These items, along with Bibles, candy, and personal notes 
of encouragement written by Immanuel men, were packaged and gift wrapped by the 
LWML and Women of the Word Connection Groups before being delivered to the Mis-
sion. 
 
Immanuel’s LWML Connection Group prepared and delivered Christmas baskets to 11 
shut-ins during December.  These baskets included an assortment of homemade cookies 
and fudge, fruit, candy canes, hot chocolate, and snacks. 
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                       OFFERING ENVELOPES 
If you haven’t already done so, please pick up your offering 
envelopes in the church lobby this Sunday in front of the 
big glass windows. Thank you! 
 
 
 

 
 
           EXPERIENCING GOD BY SERVING IN WORSHIP 
“Experience” is one of the four components of Immanuel’s vision.  Worship, ser-
vice, and friendship are important ways for us to experience God’s love more 
deeply.  Did you know that you can experience all of these by serving as part of 
worship?  (Here’s where you say something like - “Never thought about it that 
way before.”)  For our 8:30 and 11:00 worship services on Sundays and mid-week 
services during Lent and Advent, we need people who are willing to serve as ush-
ers, Communion assistants, readers, and greeters.  We also need people who can 
operate the soundboard and PowerPoint worship slides.  Training will be provided.  
You can sign up on the sign-up sheet on the Information Desk in our church lob-
by, or by contacting Ed Mell at emell72@bellsouth.net or 849-2751. 
 
              
 
       CANCER SUPPORT, OTHER ILLNESS, GRIEF SUPPORT 
We will meet Saturday, January 7th at our new time of 9:30am in the church 
lounge. We welcome those who have or have dealt in the past with cancer, anoth-
er illness, or grief over the loss of someone. We welcome those who are helping  
someone going through one of these. We are here to pray, care for, and support 
each person who attends this connection group. We meet monthly. We welcome 
you to join us as often as you are able. For further information, please contact 
Cheryl Schwartz at 901-626-6190.  
 
 
                                    

mailto:emell72@bellsouth.net
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                LUTHERAN CHILDREN’S CAMP ALERT! 

The annual camp will take place at Camp Clark Williamson from June 19-23, 
2017.  This year we are including 7th 
graders as well as those campers in 
grades 3 through 6.  New activities are 
being planned in addition to the popular 
campfires, swimming activities, snacks, 
and fishing experiences. MARK your 
calendars NOW.  Lutheran Children's 
Camp (LCC) is a great experience for 
children in West Tennessee, Northern 
Mississippi, Eastern Arkansas, and 
Southern Kentucky. Your child will 
grow spiritually and have a lot of  fun 
in a safe environment.  (Yes, Mr. Winter - PADRE - still goes to camp.) 

                       
 
        IMMANUEL RESPONDS TO FIRES IN EAST TENNESSEE 
During the last few days of November 2016, a wildfire fueled by high winds and 
severe drought conditions burned nearly 18,000 acres in East Tennessee (in 
Smoky Mountains National Park, Gatlinburg, and Sevier County). As a result of 
this fire, 14 lives were lost, about 180 people injured, and over 2,400 buildings 
damaged (including homes and businesses). The fire has also caused power out-
ages and hundreds of people who have been displaced from their homes are 
staying in shelters.  In the wake of this disaster here are a few ways you can 
respond: 
 

∙   Go with a mission team from Immanuel on January 12 through 15 to serve 
in East Tennessee.  Contact Ed Mell (emell72@bellsouth.net) as soon as 
possible for details. 

∙   Donate money for the relief effort.  Text “Godwithus” to 73256 to do-
nate to East Tennessee Fire Relief or make your check payable to Imman-
uel Lutheran Church and note “East TN Fire” in the memo field. 

∙   Pray for the families who have been affected by this disaster and the  
recovery effort to follow. 
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                 THANK YOU FROM THE FAMILY OF ART SMITH 
Thank you all so much for your generosity, support, and many acts of kindness 
following the death of our father, Art Smith. Dad loved this congregation and I 
saw that love reflected in every compassionate face. Each shared statement of 
unfailing faith lightened the weight of sadness and enhanced our sense of peace. 
We do not grieve as those who have no hope. On behalf of my sisters, my broth-
er, and all their children! Thank you, Thyra Ragan 
                               
                     HELP NEEDED FOR JACOB’S LADDER 
Immanuel needs volunteers willing to spend about half a day once a month (on 
the second or fourth Wednesday) to do handyman and carpentry work on homes 
for families in need in mid-town Memphis.  This is a great service opportunity 
for retirees or anyone wanting to help make Memphis a better place to live.  Im-
manuel is working in partnership with Jacob’s Ladder, a Community Development 
Corporation helping to revitalize the Beltline community (an inner city neighbor-
hood near the Liberty Bowl).  If you can help, please contact Ed Mell at 
emell72@bellsouth.net or 849-2751. 
 
 
              SIGN UP FOR THE ILC MEMBER PORTAL TODAY! 
Our goal is to have 100% participation on Access ACS! Once you sign up, you will 
have access to the church directory, church/school activity calendar, your of-
fering statement, one-time or recurring online gifts, and registration for upcom-
ing events. To sign up, go to ilcmemphis.org, select the “About” tab and click on 
the ILC Member Portal. On the bottom of the page it will have a blue box that 
will take you to Access ACS. Look below the Sign-In box where it says, “Need a 
login? Click here.” It will ask you for your name and email address. YOU MUST 
TYPE IN YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS THAT THE CHURCH HAS ON FILE, AS 
WELL AS YOUR FIRST AND LAST NAME. After entering that information, you 
will receive an email that allows you to log into Access ACS to view all the oppor-
tunities described above. You can also get the app “Church Life” where you can 
access the Member Portal on your smartphone as well. Sign up today! This is how 
you will access and print off your year-end contribution statement as well! 

 

mailto:emell72@bellsouth.net
mailto:emell72@bellsouth.net
http://www.ilcmemphis.org/ilc-member-portal/

